The Voice of Westminster
We are a servant church, nurturing each other’s spiritual journey and
personal gifts. All are welcome!

June 2022

Our Forecast: Sunshine is Coming to Westminster!

We recognize that the weather often affects our mood and demeanor. While some live part of the year
in areas where the sun shines most of the time, Iowa is not one of those. When the forecast says it will
be sunny, I admit there is a leap inside of me that says: “YES!” I am happy to be the bearer of good
news.

“Sunshine” is coming to Westminster Presbyterian Church! It’s coming to provide support, friendship,
entertainment, fellowship and good times! Stay tuned for more information!
Sunshine is coming in another way, for those who have traveled through or are traveling through the
valley of the shadow of death.

Beginning June 1 , Westminster will be starting a “Life After Life” support group on Wednesday evenings from 5:30 p.m.-7 p.m. in the Atrium Room. This will combine a short Bible lesson, information on

the grieving process and the opportunity to share our individual grief journeys. All who are grieving or
want to support those who have suffered the loss of loved ones are encouraged to attend.

- Pastor Roger
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May Session Notes
Session canceled its May meeting due to the Pastor being in the hospital and a relatively short agenda. Via email, Session approved the following:
•

Beacon of Light Black Expo: June 11, 2022 from 10am-3pm

•

Beacon of Light Juneteenth Celebration Talent Show: June 25, 2022 3-5 pm, FLC

•

Chorale Midwest rehearsals beginning Aug 21, 2022 to April 30, 2023. Rehearsals typically from 3:30 pm to 8

p.m. on Sundays. ($700 fee)
The next regular Session meeting is scheduled for June 21 at 6:30 p.m.

Breakfast Break
Westminster’s Sunday Breakfast will take a break
until October. Today marked the last breakfast
for the season. Special thanks to Karol and Larry
Cooper for spearheading this yummy ministry of
food and fellowship. Thanks also to Bob Richardson and Truman Johnson who helped the Coopers. Plus, last , but not least, thanks to Dave
Leeper for making omelets on Confirmation Sunday and yummy breakfast burritos for the final
breakfast. And for those regular members who
put a “little extra” in the free will offering basket, thank you for helping to defray the costs!

No Break for the Knitters!
Some church groups take a break over the summer,
but not Westminster’s Prayer Shawl Ministry. In fact,
Karol Cooper, who coordinates the group says it’s a
great time to join! Even if you can’t knit, members
will teach you. Right now, they are knitting scarves

which are actually an easy way to learn. If you’re interested, the Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the
Antoinette Mukakabanda, learned how to knit from

first and third Wednesday of each month at 9:30
a.m. They meet in the Small Parlor. Give it a try! You
might find you like it. It’s a great group!
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members of the Prayer Shawl Ministry. She’s a pro
now.
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Westminster Member Serves As Delegate to the General Assembly
“From Lament to Hope”

Westminster’s Jan Kosowski will be one of
the PEIA Commissioners to this year’s
225th General Assembly. She will be traveling to Louisville for Committee Meetings
June 27-29. Some sessions on other dates
will take place online.
Jan has been assigned to the Immigration
Committee. The Committee will be reviewing items submitted for consideration. Once reviewed, the committee will

forward recommendations for action by the General Assembly, provided the committee deems
them to be of value. Issues include establishing a network of immigration lawyers, resolutions concerning refugee justice within the PCUSA and a resolution declaring the PCUSA to be a sanctuary.
More on what is decided in next month’s “Voice of Westminster.” Jan asks for your prayers for safe
travel and that she represents the Presbytery well.

If the procedures of the General Assembly sound a bit like the workings of Congress, it’s because 1/3 of the people who contributed to the U.S. Constitution were Presbyterians. The perspective the Founders shared was overwhelmingly based on the Westminster Confession of
Faith. Two-thirds of the framers of the Constitution came from Calvinist backgrounds; a majority were Presbyterians.
Did you know that 12 of the 56 signers of the Declaration of Independence were Presbyterians?
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Veronica’s School Fund Drive
Here in the States, we’re used to raising money for the extras at our public schools—band uniforms or a
trip to a Bowl appearance. However, for Kenya native and Westminster Deacon, Veronica Ndungu, it’s
more than selling candy bars or pastries. Veronica is raising money for classroom construction in her
hometown of Kenya. Veronica attended the school when it was a primary school. Now it houses preschool through 8th grade students.
The walls have holes in them, the roof is rusty and there are dirt floors. It is in disrepair. Even though this
is a public school, private money must be raised to build it. Veronica has a fundraiser underway on Facebook called “Raising money for: Miharati Primary School in Kenya.” Or you can talk with her during
coffee hour on Sundays, where she serves at the refreshment table.
What they have now-dirt floors
and holes in the walls.

What they hope to have.

Sunday School Final Picnic
June 5 After Church at the Neubauers’ Ranchito!
School’s Out for summer at Westminster! But, our Westminster Kids have one more activity together.
It’s final picnic at the “ranchito” of Val and Loren Neubauer. Grilled hot dogs and picnic food as well as
some fun activities for the kids. The date is June 5 and kids, families and teachers can come out right
after the church service. A special thank you to Val Neubauer and Jan Kosowski for carrying the Sunday
School flag this school year-our first full year back after the pandemic. Thank you, too, to Heather Wagner, for taking a Sunday to give others a break! We will have an organizational meeting for next school
year soon!
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New Deacons Meal Serving Ministry Starts at
the Top
It didn’t take long for the Deacons’ new “Meal Ministry”
to take off. Nine Westminster women signed up to be
meal providers for members who request a meal. one
of the first meals went to Pastor Roger and Jill Grandia.
Linda Cosgrove made the chicken entree and grandson, Logan, made a brownie pie all by himself for dessert.
Mary Jo Crull has also received hot meals through this
ministry, after suffering a fall.
If you know of any member who would like a meal,
please contact Barb Mumford at 319-361-2580
or bemumford@q.com and she will contact one of the
providers. The Deacons are eager to offer this outreach
of caring.

Summer Neighborhood Meals Are Back!
St. Paul’s Summer Neighborhood Meals are back this summer, beginning June 6. Westminster’s Tom Read is organizing the return to hot meals served inside St. Paul’s. Last year,
due to concerns over the pandemic, volunteers made brown
bag lunches for folks.
“The hot meals are just a great way to bring folks together
and for volunteers to get to know our neighbors,” said Read.
If you are interested in
helping, you can sign up at https://
neighborhoodmeals.org/volunteer.
Tom will also have paper sign-up sheets available in the
Large Parlor. Westminster will be responsible for July 1822. We will have a joint work week with First Lutheran on
Aug. 1-5.

5

Page 6

Voice of Westminster

The Month of May
Thank You Volunteers!
Liturgists
June 5—Barb Read

June Birthdays

June 12—Pam Richardson
June 19—Brian Read
June 26—Loren Neubauer
Greeters (at Front Door)
June 5—Jim Fine
June 12—Bob Moore
June 19—Brian Read
June 26—Terry Perkins
If you are unable to cover your Sunday, please make
arrangements with a substitute. Thank you!

Meme of the Month…
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Please visit www.crwpc.org/calendar to stay informed of changes to this month’s calendar.
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Westminster Presbyterian Church
Office Hours
Monday - Thursday
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Sunday Worship
10 a.m.—Sanctuary
We live stream on our YouTube Channel & Facebook Page
Visit us on Facebook, Instagram, YouTube, Twitter or at www.crwpc.org
PHONE: 319-366-7185

Church Staff
Pastor, Roger D. Grandia
Communications & Shared Ministry Coordinator
Gale Smetana
Choir Director & Church Musician,
Damon Cole
Praise Band Leader, A.J. Plummer
Bookkeeper, Tina Mueller

pastorroger@crwpc.org
gale@crwpc.org

Nursery Attendant, Lindsay Meade
lindsay_meade@hotmail.com
Newsletter Editor, Gale Smetana
gale@crwpc.org
Newsletter Contributors: Pastor Roger Grandia, Jan Kosowski, Val Neubauer
Newsletter Assembly Crew: Maggie York, Connie Hayes, Sue Patterson
Newsletter Proofreader: Kathie Lane

cole1350@gmail.com
bookkeeper@crwpc.org
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