
  

 

We are a servant church, nurturing each other’s spiritual journey and  
personal gifts. All are welcome! 

The Voice of Westminster 
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December 2022 

Great Things Happen at Westminster! 

People, Partnerships & Progress 

What a Year!  

Let’s do it again in 2023! 
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Seeking Input 

At the Property Committee's January 9th meeting, we will be mapping out our 2023 project 
list.  The Committee would welcome suggestions and input from the Congregation concerning 
property needs or desires.  Please get ahold of one of the Committee members (Brian Read, Terry 
Perkins, Maggie York, Jan Kosowski) with your feedback.  We greatly appreciate the Congrega-
tion’s support for the Property Committee and its many projects.—Jan Kosowski  

Original Sanctuary Window Cracks 

After gathering input from the Congregation, the Property Committee forwarded a motion to Ses-
sion to authorize replacement of the triangle window located in the Sanctuary. Session approved 
the motion at its November 15  meeting.  

The approximate cost of replacing the 
window is $3,600. Session also voted to 
provide an opportunity for the Congre-
gation to contribute to the cost of this 
project. The purpose of replacing the 
panes of this window is two fold. One is 
to repair the broken pane that can not 
be matched and to move toward the 
revitalization goal of increasing the am-
bient light in the sanctuary.   

If you would like to be a part of this pro-
ject, please send a check with the word "Window" in the note line, or coordinate with Tina in the 
office (she is generally in on Wednesdays).  Our sanctuary is a very special place, where we all meet 
to worship together and renew our strength to carry out God’s work. We hope you will take the 
opportunity to participate in this project. - WPC Property Committee 

Deacon Bible Trivia 

 

 

 

This month, the Deacons have two Bible trivia questions. 

1). What did Jesus say is the first and greatest commandment? 

Answer: Love God with all your heart, mind, soul, and strength. 

AND 

What did Jesus say is the second greatest commandment? 

Answer: Love your neighbor as yourself. 
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It has become a Thanksgiving tradition for our Loaves & Fishes Food Pantry and for the community as a 

whole. Goldfinch Cyclery sponsors a bike ride to collect food from various grocery stores around town. 

That food, typically items for Thanksgiving and beyond, is a welcome contribution to the pantry.  This 

year, Cranksgiving brought nearly two tons of food and more than $500 in cash donations from the cy-

clists!  We are grateful for this fantastic partnership that’s developed in recent years.  

Lessons, Carols & Candles 

Westminster will hold its Christmas Eve Candlelight Service on Saturday, Dec. 24, at 7 p.m. in the Sanc-

tuary. We plan to have Marilyn Mark as organist, our Praise Band, Damon Cole and our Chancel Choir. A 

number of you will be asked to participate as well. It will be a beautiful service of lessons and carols.. 

On Sunday, Christmas Day Dec. 25, we will have regular worship at 10 a.m. The service will feature 

Christmas carols and Bible lessons.  

It’s The Time Of The Season 

Besides it being Advent, it’s also that time of the year when committee moderators need to submit their 

annual summaries to be included in the Annual Meeting Report. If you are a committee moderator or 

coordinator, please give thought to your group’s accomplishments this calendar year.  

Please e-mail your report to the Clerk of the Session, Kathie Lane at clerk@crwpc.org or drop a hard 

copy by the office. Please have these submitted no later than Dec. 31. The Annual Meeting will be the 

last Sunday of January.  

Cranksgiving Cranks Up Donations for L&F 

Ruth Quisling and Paula Griggs sort items brought in  by cy-

clist and store them. 
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We Can Do All Things Through Christ Who Strengthens Us 

There’s been a real spirit of giving and working together here at Westminster during the last half of 

2022. It started with a member’s request for help to build a school in her former hometown in Kenya 

and ended with ...well it hasn’t ended just yet. Val Neubauer has been instrumental in pulling togeth-

er and coordinating various groups to do more than just help build a school. We asked her to pen her 

thoughts about the experience… 

Last summer when I heard of Veronica's project to build an addition the school she attended when 

she was a child in Kenya, I was amazed. I could stop thinking about it. It would pop into my mind at 

the weirdest times. Suddenly I realized why. I had prayed about a mission project for our Sunday 

school class. This was the answer to my prayer.  

I talked with Veronica about the needs of the children. She suggested clothing, 

balls and hygiene products. We've been working on this for three months. With 

the help of members of the congregation and the Soul Sisters, we not only sewed 

45 tee shirt dresses, but also received shorts and tee shits. Contributions enabled 

us to buy volleyballs, soccer balls and Legos. Along with Beacon of Light youth, 

we sewed 85 ditty bags and stuffed them with toothbrushes, toothpaste, soap 

and hair picks. 235 pairs of socks were also among the donations.  

Pastor Theo of the National Pentecostal Evangelical Church that meetings 

in our building visited our Sunday School and taught the class a few words 

in Swahili. This helped the kids when they made cards to accompany the 

gifts we were sending to Kenya.  

The culminating activity was a bake sale. We 

were hoping to earn enough money to pay for the shipping. Needless to 

say, we were overwhelmed when our sales totaled $501. Again, our pray-

ers were answered. Two weeks ago, Veronica spoke to the Soul Sisters 

about her experiences as a child in Kenya. 

They were so touched that they voted to 

make this an ongoing project. When asked 

what the greatest need was, Veronica re-

sponded without hesitation, "Shoes!" It was 

then decided that we would  collect money for 

shoes for the Kenya kids during December. There have been others contribu-

tions to this cause. Jan Kosowski used her connections to apply for and gain a 

grant the Presbytery of East Iowa. Heather Dewey Wagner helped Veronica 

launch the original Facebook campaign last summer, contributing her artistic 

skills to a poster that was used as well. What a God-given privilege it has been  to 

work together to help this overseas community.—Val Neubauer 
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Food, Fellowship & So Much More 

“It was never about the food. It was about the fellowship.” - Karol Cooper 

Dec. 7 marks the beginning of the 20th year that Larry and Karol Cooper have served up breakfast at 

Westminster . That’s 40,161 breakfasts as of Nov. 27, 2022. What a ministry! The Coopers, utilizing Lar-

ry’s food service background, and going through the Outreach Committee started a 90-day trial on Dec. 

7, 2003.   

In those early years, the Coopers needed lots of help as they 

served over 100 people. More attended during special events. The 

menu has been the same—eggs, bacon or sausage, bagels, toast, 

juice and coffee.  Special days included biscuits and gravy and egg 

casseroles. Sometimes Dave Leeper serves up omelets and break-

fast burritos. At Easter time, the kids always enjoy Karol’s empty 

tomb rolls. Small glasses of water are always set out for choir 

members to take with them. 

There are lots of memories over the years, but none so tender, perhaps, than that of a little boy named 

John Lee. John was a neighborhood kid that came most Sundays 

and he loved to help.  

Ed Bock, who came al-

most every Sunday, be-

friended John and had 

him read the prayer on 

the table each week. 

John came alone or with 

his brother, but his parents never came.  As time wore on, John 

drifted away from the church. The Coopers often wondered whatever happened to John. 

Then recently, the Coopers were at a local Papa Murphy’s . And who was the manager there? John Lee. 

“We hope those few years in the Westminster kitchen helped him in life.” What a great legacy! 

Thank you Larry, Karol and all who have helped out 

over the years! What a wonderful fellowship! 
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December Birthdays 

Meme of the Month 

 

The Month of December 

Thank You Volunteers! 

Liturgists 

Dec. 4—Ann Buckheister 

Dec. 11—Ben Fashimpaur 

Dec. 18—Barb Mumford 

Dec. 25—Loren Neubauer 

Greeters (at the Front Door) 

Dec. 4—Jim Fine 

Dec. 11—Bob Moore 

Dec. 18—Brian Read 

Dec. 25—Terry Perkins 

If you are unable to cover your Sunday, please make  

arrangements with a substitute. Thank you! 
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Please visit www.crwpc.org/calendar to stay informed of changes to this month’s calendar. 
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The Voice of Westminster 
December 2022 

Westminster Presbyterian Church 
 

Office Hours 

Monday - Thursday 

8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

Sunday Worship  

9 a.m.—Christian Ed 

10 a.m.—Sanctuary 

We live stream on our YouTube Channel & Facebook Page 
 

Visit us on Facebook, Instagram, YouTube, Twitter or at www.crwpc.org 
Phone:   319-366-7185 

Church Staff 

Pastor, Roger D. Grandia      pastorroger@crwpc.org 

Communications & Shared Ministry Coordinator  

Gale Smetana         gale@crwpc.org 

Choir Director & Church Musician,  

Damon Cole         cole1350@gmail.com 

Praise Band Leader,  A.J. Plummer     

Bookkeeper, Tina Mueller            bookkeeper@crwpc.org 

Nursery Attendant, Lindsay Meade             lindsay_meade@hotmail.com     

Nursery Assistant: Jill Lorimor          

Newsletter Editor, Gale Smetana        gale@crwpc.org 

Newsletter Contributors:  Val Neubauer, Jan Kosowski, Ann Buckheister, Karol & 

Larry Cooper 

Newsletter Assembly Crew: Maggie York, Connie Hayes, Sue Patterson 
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