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Why Acts?
Some may be wondering, “Why a sermon series on Acts?” The following are a few responses to that
worthy question. This is not an exhaustive list, nor are the reasons listed in order of importance.
1. Acts, like the other books of the Bible, are inspired by the Holy Spirit and useful for growing as a
Christian. While the Old Testament was the scripture referred to when Paul wrote the following, it can
be applied to our New Testament as well: ” All scripture is inspired by God and is useful for teaching, for
reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, so that the person of God may be proficient,
equipped for every good work.” (II Timothy 3:16-17). Every book of the Bible has a reason for being
there, with something to teach us as believers.
2. Acts provides the roots of the Church. Since it reveals how the Church began, it provides a context
for understanding its purpose, and a live historical account of how that purpose unfolds. With the
sending of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost, the Church would be the hearts of people (Body of Christ), not
a building.
3. It introduces us to the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on all believers, with Jesus having already given
the reasons he was sending the Holy Spirit:
a. Jesus having taken on flesh could only be at one place at a time. The Spirit could
dwell in all believers, multiplying the effectiveness of Christ’s work in the world.
b. The Holy Spirit would convict us of sin, lead us into all truth and direct us where we
should go, help us to remember what Christ had said, and give us power to be
witnesses, and fulfill Christ’s calling.
c. Paul, particularly in Romans 12, I Corinthians 12-14, and Ephesians 4, would expound
on the fact that each believer has been given at least one spiritual gift for the
upbuilding of the Body of Christ, for the work of ministry. The book of Acts shows those gifts
being used.
4. Acts reveals the powerful work of the Holy Spirit, in signs and miracles, but also in the amazing
transformation of people like Peter (Acts 2) and Paul (Acts 9), giving all of us hope.

5. Acts shows some of the positive rhythms of the Church (as in Acts 2:42-47), but also
shows that it was not perfect; conflicts would arise.”
Don’t miss the excitement of the Acts series on Sunday morning through the summer!

-Pastor Roger
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June Session Notes
Session met for its regular meeting on Tuesday, June 21. The following Ruling Elders were Present:
Tamene Gelashe, Barb Read, Jim Fine, Terry Perkins, Brian Read and Jim Patterson. Absent were: Bob
Moore, David Liljedahl, Doug Horton and Jan Kosowski.
Pastor Roger opened the meeting with prayer. He read from Philippians 2:1-11. Discussion of the article, “Why Immigrants are Our Greatest Hope for Renewal” by Lisa Rodriguez-Watson, followed. Session also did the following:
•

Discussed the recent collaboration between Choir and Praise Band during worship. Elders expressed appreciation and hope that such performances can continue. Barb Read, as part of the music task force, confirmed there will be more such performances during services.

•

Set Sunday, July 17, as the date for the Session’s meeting to discuss goals for Westminster. This
will be the third and final such meeting, to be held after the service.

•

Jim Patterson and John Swanson reported on the financial condition of the church. John reminded
everyone that we need to be cognizant of the budget and expenses.

•

Hospitality Committee moderator, Barb Read, shared plans for several church gatherings through
December (see separate article on p. 3).

•

The next regular Session meeting is scheduled for July 19 at 6 :30 p.m.

The meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer.

Presbytery Committee Meetings
By the time you receive this newsletter, the Presbytery of East Iowa representative to the General Assembly (GA) and Westminster Member, Jan Kosowski, will have returned from attending the national
sessions in Louisville, Kentucky. Jan is serving on the immigration committee. Prior to meeting in Louisville, The 225th GA opened virtually with worship and messages from the Co-Moderators. Their message was a strong message of recognition, repentance, reparation, and reconciliation concerning the
treatment of Native Peoples and Africans which includes colonization of land, enslavement and genocide.
Plenary Session 1 focused on establishing a quorum, approving the actions of the last G.A. which was
conduct without rules of order for on-line participation and voting, and approving the general docket
for the 225th G.A. A reminder that the 224th G.A. had to be planned and conducted in the middle of a
pandemic which did not allow the G.A. to meet in person, and rules did not exist on conducting a virtual
G.A.
Plenary Session 2 opened with a remembrance of all the servants of the PCUSA that have passed away
since the last G.A. As the baby boomer generation begins to pass away the list is becoming very long.
The overall message from the PCUSA Stated Clerk, the Rev. Dr. J. Herbert Nelson II- the world has a
dire need of the church! The Reverend Dr. J. Herbert Nelson, II is truly a man of God. An overview of
the unified budget was given which will be based on an estimated 2023 income of $72 million.
-Jan Kosowski
Editor’s note: Jan will have updated information on decisions that came out of the General Assembly in the
August “Voice of Westminster”.
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Hospitality Committee Plans Get Togethers
Westminster’s Hospitality Committee is back in full force, after the “great pause” for the pandemic.
The group is planning the following for the rest of the year, so mark your calendars!
•

July 31—Noon—Miniature golf and lunch at Twin Pines. Cost per person is $12. Possible split with
church funds ($6/$6) is being considered.

•

Aug. 28—After worship—Rally Day Picnic—Grill outside, eat inside and celebrate the beginning
of Christian Education at Westminster (classes start in September).

•

Oct. 16—Fall/Halloween spaghetti dinner. Join us after the service in the Family Life Center.

•

Dec. 11—Christmas Celebration—Join us after worship for food and fun to celebrate the Yuletide.

We are also looking at some options to get a group rate to go to the Kernels. The committee will
have more information once a decision has been made.

Sunshine Club Coming Aug. 11!

The "Sunshine Club" is almost here!!! It is a club specifically for all seniors at Westminster Presbyterian Church, although guests of all ages can be invited. We'll meet on the second Thursday
of each month, beginning August 11 at 11:30 a.m. in the Family Life Center. We had originally
planned to start in July, but had a schedule conflict with our Neighborhood Meals commitment.
We'll gather together to share a devotion, a potluck meal and fellowship. Each meeting will
also include a form of entertainment as well. A sign up sheet for the potluck food will be posted outside the small parlor.
Oh, and there's more! But we'll fill you in later! - Jill Grandia
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WPC Mission Committee, Deacons Help School in Kenya
Westminster Deacons voted t0 contribute $500 to the school construction fund in Deacon Veronica
Ndungu’s former village in Kenya. This is in addition to $500 advocated by Westminster’s Mission Committee and funds raised on Facebook, along with individual contributions at Westminster. The funds for
the school now total $6,400. The current school has dirt floors and holes in the roof and walls. Thank you
to everyone who has pitched in!

We get many requests for donations for overseas projects, but when there is a personal connection, it
makes it even more special! Thank you Veronica for giving us the opportunity to help.

From this….

to this...

Thanks to this!
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The Name Has Changed, the Ministry’s the Same
The Westminster Meal Ministry (formerly the Deacons Meal Ministry) is ready to help
provide home-cooked meals to those who have just come home from the hospital or
have had a death in the family, even a meal as a pick-me-up. The deacons wanted to
recognize the wonderful chefs who volunteered to provide the food: Sharon Colton,
Val Neubauer, Linda Woods, Jan Kupka, Gayle Elliott, Joyce Sedlacek, Linda Cosgrove
and Karol Cooper. Please call Barb Mumford at 319-361-2580 or email bemumford@q.com if you know someone who would like a meal. This project is part of
the deacon outreach of caring. Thank you Chefs and Deacons!

Summer Neighborhood Meals –Our Week
is Coming Up!
St. Paul’s Summer Neighborhood Meals are back
this summer serving hot meals to our neighborhood.
Some of our members have already signed up for
our first full week-July 18-22. You can still sign up to
help on line at neighborhood meals.org/volunteer.
You can also sign up on the sheets located in the

Tom Read, Kathie Lane and Loren Neubauer prepare food for pre-pandemic Neighborhood Meals.

Large Parlor.
We also have a joint work week with First Lutheran Westminster needs to cover Aug. 1 and 2.
Even if you’ve never done it before, it’s fun and for a great cause. If you have questions, talk with Tom

Read after church. Please consider helping!
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The Month of July
Thank You Volunteers!
Liturgists
July 3—Val Neubauer

July Birthdays

July 10—Brian Read
July 17—Jan Walton
July 24—Jan Kosowski
Greeters (at Front Door)
July 3—Jim Fine
July 10—Bob Moore
July 17—Brian Read
July 24—Terry Perkins
If you are unable to cover your Sunday, please make
arrangements with a substitute. Thank you!

Meme of the Month…
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Please visit www.crwpc.org/calendar to stay informed of changes to this month’s calendar.
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Westminster Presbyterian Church
Office Hours
Monday - Thursday
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Sunday Worship
10 a.m.—Sanctuary
We live stream on our YouTube Channel & Facebook Page
Visit us on Facebook, Instagram, YouTube, Twitter or at www.crwpc.org
Phone: 319-366-7185

Church Staff
Pastor, Roger D. Grandia
Communications & Shared Ministry Coordinator
Gale Smetana
Choir Director & Church Musician,
Damon Cole
Praise Band Leader, A.J. Plummer
Bookkeeper, Tina Mueller

pastorroger@crwpc.org
gale@crwpc.org
cole1350@gmail.com

Nursery Attendant, Lindsay Meade
lindsay_meade@hotmail.com
Newsletter Editor, Gale Smetana
gale@crwpc.org
Newsletter Contributors: Pastor Roger Grandia, Jill Grandia, Jan Kosowski, Barb
Mumford & Kathie Lane
Newsletter Assembly Crew: Maggie York, Connie Hayes, Sue Patterson
Newsletter Proofreader: Kathie Lane

bookkeeper@crwpc.org
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