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Making Sense of the Senseless
Hampton, SC, Pittsburgh, PA, Dallas, TX, Cedar Rapids, IA. In a week’s time, at least 31 lives were changed forever; some killed, others injured, still others left to carry on, as best they can, without a loved one. Even the usually blasé news media had to pause and take note of the frequency of these mass shootings.
The United States has one of the highest standards of living in the world. Opportunities abound. Granted, we
have many century-old inequities that we struggle with (or should), so why have we become a nation where violence and bloodshed dominate our news? If our answer is that it’s the news media’s fault because they air these
stories, that’s the easy way out. It is also not true, because that answer just puts the blame on someone else. By
doing so, we have washed our hands of the problem.

A person who chooses to end the life of another must have motives, although none seem justified. Anger or
jealousy, coupled with substance abuse can all play a part.
But how do we, as Christians, work through these events in our daily lives? Do we shake our heads and change
the channel? Do we choose to provide an act of kindness for that bedraggled person behind you in the grocery
line? Just say hi? Acknowledge their existence. Do you seek relationships outside your comfort zonerelationships with those who have few friends. Admittedly, it is a challenge for all of us, but how can we take
that first step?
I often talk about how real change is relational. Relationships form the foundation of societal change. More importantly, they form the basis of growing the kingdom of God. We cannot fool ourselves into thinking we can
prevent a mass shooting or stop violent crime. But we can bring more of the disenfranchised of our world into a
healthier existence and we don’t have to do it alone. God will guide us if we ask.
Prayer is a constant and important role in healing the chaotic world that we have created. But there are other
possibilities, too. There are many local organizations working with those who need guidance the most, and not
just material goods. The RISE organization works with released jail inmates, providing emotional support as well
as helping find housing and household goods. The Catherine McAuley Center has a long history of working with
immigrants to help them with language skills, cultural distances and mainstreaming them into Cedar Rapids.
There are other relation-based groups, too, where one can make a difference.
Until then, as C.S. Lewis put it, we will live in the shadowlands. The sun is shining, just somewhere else. Until we
can find our way to a better, more Godly path in this life, the inhumanity will continue.
Food for thought, fellow Christians.
Blessings, Pastor Roger
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April Session Notes
Pastor Roger opened the April 19 meeting with a questionnaire for Session members on core values
including how congregational values drive a church’s ministry.
Session did the following:
•

Approved replacement of a 15-year old paper folder at a price of $4,395.

•

Approved the purchase of a stage piano and accessories for use by the praise band for $2,811.89.

•

Elected Jan Kosowski to hold office with the Westminster Corporation, in place of Ann Buckheister, who is no longer an active Session member. Other officers include Treasurer, John Swanson,
and Session Clerk, Kathie Lane.

•

Heard a property update from Terry Perkins, that Doug Horton and Truman Johnson removed
parking lot fencing and fence posts.

•

Heard from Doug Horton who has organized a spring cleanup day for May 7 at 9 a.m. Cleaning
debris from the parking lots will be a priority, in preparation for the re-surfacing scheduled for
June.

The meeting closed with everyone saying The Lord’s Prayer together. The next Session meeting is
May 17 at 6:30 p.m. in the Atrium.

A Bit of Westminster History Receives Updates, New Home
Several years back, Westminster uncovered the old World War II “Honor Roll”, while
getting rooms ready for the Presbytery. The honor rolls were used throughout the U.S.
to honor both those who served and those who made the ultimate sacrifice. Westminster’s honor roll included both. The plaque recently took a tumble and the wood supporting slats broke in two.
Ed Kosowski took on the task of rebuilding the plaque. Discussion among members resulted in adding a few names to the roll:
Luman Colton, Ted (Theodore) Kahler, Mary Allemang, Basil (Douglas) Tilley and Charles Crull. It was decided to expand the
original WWII Memorial to include veterans of other wars like Korea and Vietnam. Pastor Roger lent his calligraphy skills to the
project, making the new names a reality.
Best of all, after evaluating available walls, the memorial has a new home in the Large Parlor, no longer resting on an easel.
Check it out!
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Mark your calendars!
It’s time for Westminster’s spring cleanup! This year, it’s on May 7
at 9 a.m. Please come help with cleaning up the parking lot and the
perimeter of our beautiful church.
Bring work gloves and a push broom, if you have one. No heavy lifting. Everything else will be provided, including coffee and donuts at 9:00 a.m. We will be here for just two or three hours. The last
few years have been fun and rewarding for those who attended.
-Doug Horton, Organizer

Don’t Fence Me In!
Any job is easy if you have the
right tools, yeah? Not exactly.

Kudos to Doug Horton and Truman Johnson for doing some
heavy lifting to remove old fences
and fence posts, in preparation
for new fencing to be put up by
the parking lot.
Thank you both for your work!
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Can You Hear Us Now?
Sanctuary Audio Upgrades Completed
Westminster underwent a major upgrade to the audio system in the Sanctuary this past week. Conference

Technologies, Inc. (CTI) ran audio cables to hardwire a new microphone to
the pulpit, set up two mics for the
choir and installed new speakers.
There may still need to be some
tweaking to the new components, but
we look forward to improved audio, in
volume and clarity. Please let us know
if these changes are helpful. A special
thank you to Bob Warner, who lent his
skills and memory to help the crew
find cable paths for new wiring.
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Newer Technology, Better Sound
One of the objectives of the Sanctuary audio
project was to provide choir audio that evenly
reflected all the voices. To that end, two mics,
one on each side of the choir loft now pick up
their audio better.

A new mic is hard-wired to the pulpit to better
pick up sound from both the liturgist and pastor.

New speakers, attached to the walls, provide crisper audio and are closer to the
congregation than the older speakers that
were suspended from the ceiling.
Conference Technologies, Inc. designed
and installed the upgrade.
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The Month of May
Thank You Volunteers!
Liturgists
May 1—Brian Read

May Birthdays

May 8—Pam Richardson
May 15—Warren Feerer
May 22—Ed Mumford
May 29— Jan Walton
Greeters (at Front Door)
May 1—Jim Fine
May 8—Bob Moore
May 15—Brian Read
May 22—Terry Perkins
May 29—Jim Fine

Meme of the Month…

6

Please visit www.crwpc.org/calendar to stay informed of changes to this month’s calendar.
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Westminster Presbyterian Church
Office Hours
Monday - Thursday
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Sunday Worship
9 a.m.—Christian Education (through May 15)
10 a.m.—Sanctuary
We live stream on our YouTube Channel & Facebook Page
Visit us on Facebook, Instagram, YouTube, Twitter or at www.crwpc.org
PHONE: 319-366-7185
Church Staff
Pastor, Roger D. Grandia
Communications & Shared Ministry Coordinator
Gale Smetana
Choir Director & Church Musician,
Damon Cole
Praise Band Leader, A.J. Plummer
Bookkeeper, Tina Mueller

pastorroger@crwpc.org
gale@crwpc.org

Nursery Attendant, Lindsay Meade
lindsay_meade@hotmail.com
Newsletter Editor, Gale Smetana
gale@crwpc.org
Newsletter Contributors: Pastor Roger Grandia, Jan Kosowski, Terry Perkins,
Warren Feerer, Doug Horton

cole1350@gmail.com
bookkeeper@crwpc.org
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