
  

 

We are a servant church, nurturing each other’s spiritual journey and  
personal gifts. All are welcome! 

The Voice of Westminster 

  As churches press forward in this Post-Christian world, we have come to recognize that being a 

“Lone Ranger” congregation is not healthy or fruitful. This is why more and more conversations are 

being held where terms like networking, collaborating, teaming up, partnering, and sharing are used, 

knowing that working together in various areas can often be far more productive. A group of leader-

ship from Westminster have met twice with a group from First Presbyterian leadership to begin con-

versations, exploring where shared ministry might make sense and be beneficial to both congrega-

tions. 

These meetings have included a light supper, a devotional, a get-to-know-you question, and then 

times of brainstorming and discussion. Each congregation has hosted one. At our most recent meeting 

on Wednesday, October 12, 2022, we divided up ideas into: Quick Wins, Getting to Know You, Shared 

Efforts, and Big Ideas. At the end of the meeting after listing many different possibilities under these 

categories, we voted on which we felt we wanted to prioritize. The top 3 were as follows: 

#1 Joint Chancel Choir Cantata. (We had originally hoped that this still could materialize for this year, 

but  now recognize that we would need to start much sooner to pull off well). 

#2 Joint Worship each quarter. 

#3 Shared-joint youth group. 

Our next meeting will be on Wednesday,  Nov. 16, from 5:30-7:00p.m. at First Presbyterian Church. 

(We will also continue to explore doing activities with Beacon of Light and The Evangelical Global Pen-

tecostal Church, both of which meet in our building, and other ministry groups where we see we can 

make a positive joint impact on ministry in our neighborhood and beyond). 

If you would like to meet to discuss these opportunities or share an idea, please contact me. As has 

been said before: “We can accomplish so much more when it doesn’t matter who gets the credit.” Je-

sus is the only one that deserves the glory.         

              Pastor Roger 
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Collaboration 
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Session Notes from the Oct. 18 Meeting 

The meeting opened with Pastor Roger introducing Pastor Theo of the Swahili language Pentecostal 

congregation that worships at Westminster. Pastor Theo presented the devotions from Psalms 103:1-

5.  He then summarized the mission of their congregation and requested using the facilities for a day 

of fasting and prayer on Saturdays.  Session did the following: 

• Jim Patterson and John Swanson presented information regarding the finances. September 
income exceeded the expenses.  The 2023 budget has been drafted and will be finalized for 
Session approval prior to the Annual Congregational Meeting.   

 
• The Masonry Task Force presented the bid for tuck pointing and repairs to the Bell Tower.  This is 

the most urgent need as Phase 1 of a 3-phase project. The bid is $139,000 for Phase 1.  Brian Read 
will be the contact for this project.  The Finance Committee moved to accept the Task Force 
recommendation to proceed with Phase 1 with all funding to be through the Finance Committee.   

 
• Barb Read reported the end of year staff reviews were proceeding.  She handed out 

questionnaires for Pastoral review and Session self-evaluation.  These will be completed at the 
November Session meeting. 

 
• Brian Read shared information on the purchase/use of solar panels for future consideration. This 

was for informational purposes only. No action was taken. 
 
Session voted to adjourn and Barb Read closed the meeting with a prayer her grandson wrote. The 
next Session meeting will be Nov. 15 at 6:30 p.m. 
 

Deacon’s Bible Trivia 

 

This month’s Deacon’s Bible Trivia Question   

Who was the only female judge of Israel? 

 

Answer: 

Deborah, in the story of how Israel takes the land of Canaan.  

-submitted by Glenn Lane 
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Gimme Five! 

for L&F 

Gimme Five, Westminster! Winter is coming and lots of our Loaves & Fishes clients could use a 

pair of warm gloves. The pantry has given out the socks you provided for our “Sock-it-to-Me” 

drive (thank you!) For the months of November and December, the pantry will be collecting 

gloves and mittens for our clients. They will be distributed in January. Just pick up an extra pair 

when you’re out and about and leave them in the L&F grocery cart. Thank you! 

Cranksgiving 2022 Is Coming Up 

Haul  Out The Holly !  

"Christmas is coming. The goose is getting 

fat!" The holidays will be here before you 

know it and it's time to think about decorat-

ing WPC for the season.  

On Monday, November 21, at 9:00 a.m., we 

will be "hauling out the holly"- wreaths, trees, 

etc. in preparation for Advent and Christmas. 

If you would like to help, we will find a job for 

you! Hope to see you then! Please let Ann 

Buckheister know if you are interested. 319-

360-5921  

Loaves & Fishes Food Pantry will once again be the re-

cipient of the Cranksgiving bike ride food collection. 

Riders have a list of items to purchase from different 

stores across the city. They cycle back to deliver the 

food to L&F. This year’s event will be on Sunday, Nov. 

20. 
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Westminster Hosts Fall Spaghetti Lunch 

Everybody seemed to have a 

great time at Westminster’s Fall 

Fellowship Spaghetti Lunch. The 

food was provided by Zio 

Johno’s and members provided 

the pies. Good food, fellowship 

and a gift card raffle. The Hospi-

tality Team did a great job or-

ganizing everything. Thank you! 

One French Toast Stick Or Two? 

Westminster’s Breakfast Club is back in session! Karol and Larry Cooper started serv-

ing again on Oct. 16. They have had a good turnout. Stop by on Sundays between 8 

and 9:30 a.m. in the Old Dining Room. It’s a friendly bunch and a hot breakfast is a 

nice gift to yourself. Join us! 

Sunday School Kids To Host Bake Sale for Their Kenyan Mission Project 

The Sunday School Kids will be hosting a bake sale in the Parlor on Nov. 20. Money raised will go to 

shipping costs for the dresses, shorts, t-shirts and other items being sent to the Kenyan village 

where Member, Veronica Ndungu, grew up. If you can bring a baked good for the kids to sell, that 

would be awesome. More on this in our Minute for Mission during services. Thank you! 

-Val Neubauer 
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“What a wonderful opportunity you have when your relatives 

and friends come to visit you. They will thank you for taking 

them to church and worshiping God together on a Sunday morning. There is nothing more im-

portant in your life than this joyful dedication—’Let us go into the house of the Lord.’ Remember, 

don’t let anything or anyone deter you from worshiping God at least on the Lord’s Day!” 

Page 5 Voice of Westminster Voice of Westminster 

From time to time, people stop by the church when a loved 

one has passed away. In going through a parent’s belong-

ings, they find something they want to bring back to West-

minster. This month, it was two bulletins- one from 1965, 

the other from 1966.  No name was given, but the daughter 

who left them remembered going to church at Westminster 

as a child. We file them with other bulletins, but it’s always 

interesting to read through them. This bulletin from July 3, 

1966, had this gem (below) about bringing friends and rela-

tives to church. Something to think about as we approach 

the Thanksgiving and Christmas holidays. 

Seen in a Westminster Bulletin from 1966 

 

Death 

What a Wonderful Way to Explain It… 

A sick man turned to his doctor as he was preparing to leave the exam room and said, “Doctor, I am 

afraid to die. Tell me what lies on the other side.” Very quietly, the doctor said, “I don’t know.” “You 

don’t know? You’re a Christian man and don’t know what’s on the other side?” The doctor was hold-

ing the handle of the door; on the other side came a sound of scratching and whining, and as he 

opened the door, a dog sprang into the room and leaped on him with an eager show of gladness. 

Turning to the patient, the doctor said, “Did you notice my dog? He’s never been in this room be-

fore. He didn’t know what was inside. He knew nothing except that his master was here, and when 

the door opened, he sprang in without fear. I know little of what is on the other side of death, but I 

do know one thing...I know my Master is there and that is enough.” 

-Shared at Men’s Breakfast Group by John Swanson. 
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November Birthdays 

Meme of the Month 

 

The Month of November 

Thank You Volunteers! 

Liturgists 

Nov. 6—Jan Walton 

Nov. 13—Tom Read 

Nov. 20—Heather Wagner 

Nov. 27—Pam Richardson 

Greeters (at the Front Door) 

Nov. 6—Jim Fine 

Nov. 13—Bob Moore 

Nov. 20—Brian Read 

Nov. 27—Terry Perkins 

If you are unable to cover your Sunday, please make  

arrangements with a substitute. Thank you! 
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Please visit www.crwpc.org/calendar to stay informed of changes to this month’s calendar. 
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Westminster Presbyterian Church 
 

Office Hours 

Monday - Thursday 

8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

Sunday Worship  

9 a.m.—Christian Ed 

10 a.m.—Sanctuary 

We live stream on our YouTube Channel & Facebook Page 
 

Visit us on Facebook, Instagram, YouTube, Twitter or at www.crwpc.org 
Phone:   319-366-7185 

Church Staff 

Pastor, Roger D. Grandia      pastorroger@crwpc.org 

Communications & Shared Ministry Coordinator  

Gale Smetana         gale@crwpc.org 

Choir Director & Church Musician,  

Damon Cole         cole1350@gmail.com 

Praise Band Leader,  A.J. Plummer     

Bookkeeper, Tina Mueller            bookkeeper@crwpc.org 

Nursery Attendant, Lindsay Meade             lindsay_meade@hotmail.com     

Nursery Assistant: Jill Lorimor          

Newsletter Editor, Gale Smetana        gale@crwpc.org 

Newsletter Contributors:  Pastor Roger Grandia, Val Neubauer, Jan Kosowski, 

Ann Buckheister, Karol Cooper 

Newsletter Assembly Crew: Maggie York, Connie Hayes, Sue Patterson 
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